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Walker Area Foundation
presents ‘Taste of Broadway IV’

Our mission is...
•Toestablish,growandpreserveanendowmenttoimprovethequality
ofcommunitylifeinpartnershipwithothercommunitystakeholders.

•Tobeacatalystforaddressingchangingneedsinourdiverse
communitythroughstrategicgrantmakinginthearts,community
development,education,environment,health,socialservicesand
relatedareas.
•Tobroadenthebaseofcommunitycharitablegivingbyservingasa
leaderandresourcecenterfordonorswhowishtoreturnsomething
totheircommunity.

Open this newsletter and see what we are all about.

Walker Area Foundation gives
grant for Parents Forever classes
Taste of Broadway IV, held Aug. 20 at Northern Lights Events Center, will
again feature a wide assortment of show tunes from Broadway musicals.
Photo by Joe Sherman
The Walker Area Foundation (WAF)
is gearing up for its fourth annual musical revue dinner theater fundraiser,
“A Taste of Broadway IV.”
The 2012 event is set for Aug. 20
at the spacious Northern Lights Hotel
Event Center just east of Walker.
“Taste of Broadway IV” will again
feature a wide assortment of show
tunes from Broadway musicals plus
American and patriotic favorites performed by the WAF Chorale and guest
soloists under the direction of former
WAF board member Joanna Aamodt.
Soloists in this year’s production include Linda Barber, Barbara Brownlow, Heather Doughty, Rick James,
Julie Keiser and Leslie Raddatz.
Songs from “The King and I,” “My
Fair Lady,” “42nd Street,” “Gypsy”
and other shows will be featured this
year, along with a number of selections that highlight American composers such as Irving Berlin, George
Gershwin and many others. For the
second year, a moving salute to Amer-

ica’s military service branches with
audience participation will close the
show. The stage performance will be
preceded by a social hour and fabulous
gourmet dinner.
Accompanying the chorale and soloists will be the incomparable Wayne
Hoff on the keyboard. Hoff has shared
his extraordinary talents with Taste
of Broadway since the irst show and
hails from Bemidji. He has accompanied the Bemidji Chorale for more
than 20 years, teaches piano to eager
students and is a mainstay in accompanying vocal and instrumental students
at Bemidji State University (BSU),
along with accompanying many musical events at BSU.
Hoff is often found at The Chief
Theater in downtown Bemidji where
his musical gifts round out the best
in musical performances. He may be
found every Sunday morning at Trinity
Taste of Broadway IV
Continued on page 2

The HOWA Family Center in Walker received a
$2,000 grant from the Walker Area Foundation for
Parents Forever classes.
Parents Forever is a curriculum developed by the
University of Minnesota based on research about
the effects of divorce on children. Parents Forever
is designed for parents who have children ages birth
through 18 and are going through a family transition like divorce or separation. It is also intended
for unmarried parents who are having paternity,
parenting time, and/or child support issues.
Parents who attend the eight-hour course will
learn valuable skills and tools to reduce the negative
effects of divorce on their children and themselves.
Topics such as legal issues, inances, communication tools, talking to kids about divorce and coping
with tough issues will be covered. Participants will
receive a certiicate upon completing the course.
While some take the class because they are court
ordered to, many parents take the classes because
it gives them the tools they need to better help
their children and themselves through the divorce
process.
The grant from the WAF will cover program
start-up costs, training through the University of
Minnesota for HOWA’s Parents Forever instructor
and the curriculum and materials needed. The family center plans to begin offering the classes in early
fall 2012. The classes are fee based and participants

must register before attending.
For more information about Parents Forever,
visit the HOWA Family Center website at
www.howafamilycenter.org or call (218) 547-4273.

The Walker Area Foundation serves as a way for
anyone wanting to create permanent charitable tax
deductible funds to help the area address challenges of changing times. For more information on the
WAF visit walkerarea foundation.org. or call Joe at
(218) 547-1000.
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Taste of Broadway IV
Continued from page 1

Lutheran Church in Cass Lake
where he rocks the service with
everything from traditional to jazz
music for a most appreciative congregation.
The show’s producer and emcee, former WAF chairman John
Warren, said the idea of doing a
musical revue dinner theater came
when the foundation board was
brainstorming ideas for a major
fundraiser in early 2009.
“A number of nonproit organizations in the Walker area conduct major fundraisers each year,
but nobody was doing a big musical event. WAF just happened to
have a new board member with a
professional background as both
a music director and performer in
musical productions. That was Joanna Aamodt, of course, and the
rest is history,” said Warren.
Aamodt praised the Northern
Lights Hotel Event Center staff
and facilities for helping make last
year’s Taste of Broadway the most
successful ever with a record attendance of 350 patrons.
“The move to Northern Lights
not only enabled more people to
see ‘A Taste of Broadway,’ but
our larger audience enjoyed much
improved visibility, professional
sound and lighting and a fabulous
dinner,” Aamodt stated.
As in past years, residents of
area assisted living homes will be
invited to attend the show’s dress
rehearsal Sunday afternoon, Aug.
19, as guests of the WAF Board.
Reservations remain at $50 per
person for the Aug. 20 dinner
show and will be available beginning May 21. As a non-proit community foundation, WAF places
all proceeds from the show in its
endowment fund to beneit the
Walker area.

WHA students of the
month
Each academic month WHA teachers from various departments
select a, “Student of the Month”. Student designations can come
from improving study or class work habits, being more helpful with
other students or simply improving their grades. The WAF also
assists in the funding of the award program. The students are then
featured each month in The Pilot-Independent and on walkermn.
com.

Friends of the Walker Library’s mission is to raise funds
The Friends of the Walker Library was
formed in 2002, and began their partnership with the Walker Area Foundation in
2006.
The mission of the Friends of the Library
is to raise funds to allow the library to purchase additional items for their collection,
and to provide a source of volunteers to
assist the staff in some of the day-to-day
functions of the library.
Since 2005, the Friends have made an
annual donation to the library to inance
the Automatically Yours program. This

program allows the library to automatically receive titles from bestselling authors
such as James Patterson, William Kent
Krueger, Patricia Cornwell, David Baldacci and other authors whose books are
sure to be in high demand.
Since 2005, funds from the Friends of
the Library have purchased over 700 bestselling books for our library. As volunteers, individual members of the Friends
have been incredibly helpful to the staff
by helping with shelving and assisting
patrons in the library.

The Friends have two primary fundraising programs. The irst is by collecting
donations and holding used book sales at
the library. Enough books are collected
to hold between three and four book sales
per year. The second area of fundraising
is by holding yearly membership drives.
Currently the Friends have over 90
members on their mailing list, and would
encourage anyone interested in the organization to contact the Walker Public
Library for additional information.

AUDREY’S PURPLE DREAM Mary Norton
“Our Answer to Cancer”
Audrey’s Purple Dream is dedicated
to the memory of Audrey Pidde, a lifelong resident of Akeley, MN. After a
heroic battle against cancer, Audrey
passed away on March 24, 2005.
A community event raised almost
$10,000, but unfortunately, the cancer didn’t give Audrey enough time
to realize her dream of an Alaskan
vacation. The money enabled her to
pay medical bills and other expenses,
giving her some peace of mind, and
most of all, letting her know how
much people cared. Led by Audrey’s
daughter Shannah, this group decided

to continue this kind of work in the
Akeley area.
Under a partnership with the WAF,
they had set up multiple funds helping
local area residents battle cancer.
The foundation has also managed
funds for “APD” making it possible
to serve others in the area. APD is
a proud partner of the Walker Area
Foundation; we couldn’t provide assistance to others without them.
For more information on Audrey’s
Purple Dream, visit www.audreyspurpledream.com

Scholarship

The estate of the late Walker artist Mary Ann
Norton provided for the Leech Lake Art League
to annually award scholarships to local high
school graduates who aspire to careers in the
arts. A portion of this legacy was obtained when
the League sold the remainder of Norton’s art
works after her death. The League used these
funds to create an endowment at the Walker
Area Foundation, which is intended to ensure
that the Norton Scholarships will be awarded in
perpetuity.
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WAF participates, initiates and supports projects generally within
the Walker-Hackensack-Akeley school district boundaries.
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Joe Sherman, Chair
Many times it has been said, “One of the many things that matters in life is what
you leave behind.”
Everyone looks at this statement differently. I look at what I have left behind at
the end of the day, the end of the week, the end of the year or the end of my life.
Every day we get a chance to make this world a better place than it was yesterday.
It really does not matter if we are age 9 or 99, or whether we are poor, rich or
struggling to meet the bills at the end of the month. We all can help make things
better by providing often-fundamental contributions to allow people to improve
their own lives and life situations.
The Walker Area Foundation, along with many other avenues of service, shares
that basic premise. It’s important to remember that if it weren’t for someone else
who left this world a better place, we would not now be enjoying the benefits of that
vision, dedication and hard work, which has given us the foundation for the life we
are fortunate to be living today.

Ane Rogers, Secretary
I have lived and worked in the Walker community since 1979. My
husband and I raised our children here and consider this area our home.
As a new member to the WAF Board I am quickly learning the importance of the Walker Area Foundation and its effect on the growth of
this exceptional community. Contributions to these funds have provided
opportunities to strengthen our quality of life. My career as a Public
Health Nurse in Cass County gave me the leadership skills needed to
work in collaboration with others to bring about positive change, both
on the individual and community level. I am honored to be part of the
work of this Board.

Steve Michel
The Walker Area Foundation offers an opportunity for individuals, families and
businesses to leave a legacy that will help support meaningful projects and services
within the area in the form of tax deductible donations. The interest in supporting the WAF has allowed a young foundation to begin disbursements to area
community needs as well as beginning to build a permanent endowment fund.
The efforts to build a permanent endowment fund will provide benefits to the area
long after current board members may serve. Knowing that our efforts will help
create a better quality of life for our children, whether they are future members
of the community or future valued guests to the area is a big part of my interest
in serving. For me...It’s all about the kids as they are our future!

DISBURSEMENTS TO COMMUNITY
SINCE 2003 - 2012

Gary Weigel, Treasurer
I remember when I was young growing up in North Dakota we had an
awesome ballpark, swimming beach, swimming pool, and summer wreck
programs. As an adult I so appreciate growing up there because we had
lots of opportunity to be apart of so much. That’s what the Walker Area
Foundation is to the Walker area and being asked to be a board member
gives me an opportunity to give back to something that gave so much to
me as a child. Since moving here in 1983 I have been involved in this community because I think it’s beautiful here and we have so much to offer.
It’s an honor for me to serve with the other Board Members who I
highly respect. I like that together we will try to make our community a
better place to grow up and to visit.

Park
Rapids

Animal
Shelter

Pat Kastning, Past Chair

Orville Rosenberry

WAF is a resource to create opportunities, enhance the quality of life
and provide accessible leadership in our community. The WAF Board
consists of community-minded individuals who create an innovative
spirit and get things accomplished. The WAF taps the many and diverse
resources of our community; not just money and funds, but people and
organizations working together to create a legacy for future generations.
We strive to be instrumental in improving the community and responding to important community needs. It is exciting to be part of an organization that has partnered with other organizations and helped to develop
and reinforce our “sense of community.”

Having lived in the Walker area for over 50 years and raised family here,
I am proud to serve on the board of the WAF. It is an organization for the
continued growth and future of our community. Being a new member on
the board, I have a lot to learn, but from what I have seen already I can
see what a real value the WAF is to the area. It is an organization that can
benefit everyone in our general area, be it education, business or general
welfare of community.
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Jim Tuller

Gary Arndt

I have been involved with the Walker Area Foundation for many years.
I have enjoyed the opportunity be involved with an organization that
believes in supporting the area in ways that other organizations don’t,
philanthropically awarding grants that dovetail into other areas that I
have been involved with. I have watched it grow and mature over time.

The Walker Area Foundation is “Making a Difference” within the
community of Walker by providing a means to improve the quality of
community life not only in Walker but the surrounding area as well.
I’m proud to be a recently appointed board member and I look forward
to contributing my time and efforts in helping sustain this very special
community. Our family has enjoyed the Walker area and all it has to
offer since 1983.

Today the Walker Area Foundation has a strong base of support that will
allow it to grow and continue its support of our local area.

DISBURSEMENTS TO COMMUNITY
SINCE 2003 - 2012

Dale Jones
I have lived in the Walker area for about 30 years and have loved it. I coined the
phrase “The City On The Bay.” I believe there is something extra special about this
place and we must protect it for future generations. When I had the opportunity to
get involved with the WAF at its beginning, I felt very fortunate to be able to give
and keep the money here, unlike organizations whose donations are sent throughout
the country. I am particularly interested in what we call Self Directed Funds.
Any time you feel a desire to give with all the tax deductible benefits that come with
supporting a non-profit organization, you can direct the WAF on where you want
your donation to go, whether it is to an organization, city, park, school or charity
benefit in your name or anonymously. It’s a great way to support and sustain this
marvelous community.

Dan Meier
I am honored to serve on the Foundation board. As someone who
was lucky enough to be raised in our area and who graduated from
Walker-Hackensack-Akeley school, I feel it is important to perpetuate
the education and environment that the Leech Lake area offered me.
I have watched with pride as young people from our community have
grown up and become productive adults. I know the Foundation is a big
part of that, along with a dedicated community.
I look forward to doing my part to keep the tradition going as part of
WAF.

Mike Nelson

Asapublic501(c)(3)charity…
- WAF accepts gifts from individuals, families and
businesses for specific purposes or general endowment.
- WAF accepts and administers funds from other charitable
groups to help them achieve their goals
- Gifts to WAF are usually tax-deductible!

My family has deep roots in the Walker community. My grandparents
moved here in the early 1920s. My Norwegian grandmother operated a
café in downtown Walker. Her husband, an Irishman, died young; probably from drinking bootleg whiskey. There were many descendants from
that mixed marriage, some of them respectable. Walker continues to be a
good community in which to live. There is a unique and thriving business
community. Walker has many churches, service clubs and organizations.
It continues to be a good place to grow kids and grow older. The Walker
Area Foundation is a good way to give back to the community.
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REPORT TO THE COMMUNITY 2003-2012

“We make a living by what we get; we make a life by what we give.”
FISCAL AGENT ACCOUNTS
Audrey’s Purple Dream
Walker Area Fine Arts League (WAFAL)
Walker Friends of The Library
WHA - Wolf Pride
GIFTS/GRANTS RECEIVED (2003 – 2011 YTD)
Audrey’s Purple Dream
$44,969
Anonymous Estate Fund
8,000
The Baby Memorial Fund
100
Individual & Corporate Gifts
324,025
Taste of Broadway
8,749
WAFAL
1,355
Walker Friends of The Library
5,230
Wolf Pride
8,345
Walker Rotary
752
Stifel Nicolaus
1,000
TOTAL GIFT/GRANT INCOME
$402,525
DISBURSEMENTS (2003 – 2010YTD)
American Cancer Society
Audrey’s Purple Dream
Bemidji State University Foundation
Community Fundraisers
Ethnic Fest
Friends of Baseball
Hope Lutheran Memorial Garden
The WAF is a tremendous community
asset with great potential. We thank all
of you who have placed your trust and
charitable assets with the WAF. We invite everyone to learn more about the
WAF and how it can help achieve your
charitable and estate planning goals
through giving back to the community.
2003-2011 YTD INCOME
& DISBURSEMENTS
Gift income since 2003 has been accomplished without conducting any
major fundraising campaigns or events.
Our success has been in large measure
due to the exceptional generosity of a

$2,173
28,705
500
9,000
200
2,500
699

HOWA
1,000
Leech Lake Area Boys & Girls Club
4,300
Leech Lake Area Chamber (Big Dig)
15,700
Leech Lake Youth Hockey
900
Leech Lake Watershed
500
Park Rapids Humane Society
10,700
Relay for Life
500
Rotary Foundation
1,500
Shingobee Connection Trail
1,000
Walker Ambulance Service
2,000
Walker Area Community Center
3,519
Walker Bay Days
12,702
Walker Beautiication Project
500
Walker “City on The Bay” Project
11,148
Walker Curling Club Youth
500
Walker Curling Club-Clubhouse
6,000
Walker Area Fine Arts League
1,750
Walker Public Library
3,000
WHA Community Ed. Summer Recreation 8,000
WHA Kids Against Hunger
500
WHA Read & Share Program
2,000
WHA Scholarships
15,000
WHA Students of the Month
1,000
WHA Wolf Pride
7,340
Yikes! Bikes!
1,500
TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS
$156,336

few individuals, including several past
and present WAF board members, and
Arvig Communications Systems. We are
deeply grateful for their faithful support.
The WAF has been able to make some
modest contributions to the community
in the form of grants and scholarships
since 2003. These disbursements are
listed. As we began our fundraising in
earnest in 2011, it was with the hope that
WAF can increase the number and size of
its contributions to the community in the
years to come.
INDIVIDUAL GIFTS
Robert Aitken

Don and Tanis Beadle
Andy and Pat Bednarczyk
Bill and Kathy Bieloh
Mike Bongo
Dennis and Vernice Daugherty
James and Allie Dunlevy
Anonymous (many individuals
and businesses)
Scott and Cari Eastman
Ed and Mary Harken
Sheila Hunter
Robert and Margaret James
Paula James
Brian and Mary Johnson
Dale and Harriet Jones
Wayne and Pat Kastning

Bob and Lorrie Koons
Chip and Ineke Leer
Jim and Kathryn Lohr
Terry Louks
G.B. Lyall
Randall and Marlee Morrison
Gayla McElroy-Orr
Bob and Doris Rowe
Otto Ringle DDS
Harold and Linda Sherbrooke
Joe and Barb Sherman
Robert and Joyce Shimota
John and Ona Thompson
Jim and Lisa Tuller
John and MJ Warren
CORPORATE GIFTS
Arvig Communications Systems
Bank Forward
First National Bank, Walker
Leech Lake Gaming Division
Stifel Nicolaus Investment Services
Thrivent Financial Services
DEFERRED GIFTS & BEQUESTS
Dale and Harriet Jones
Ineke Leer
Tom and Kathy Miller
MEMORIAL GIFTS
Steve Murphy in memory of Edward L.
Eagle, Jr.
FOUNDATION GRANTS
Blandin Foundation
ENDOWMENT FUNDS
Audrey’s Purple Dream
Ed and Mary Harken Fund
Robert and Margaret James
WACC Fund
James and Kathryn Lohr Fund
Terry Louks Fund
Mary Norton Art Scholarship Fund
Ringle Family Walker Area
Community Center Fund
Ringle Family Hope Lutheran Church
Fund
WAF General Endowment Fund
Harold and Linda Sherbrooke
NON-ENDOWED FUNDS
Dale and Harriet Jones Fund
WAF Board of Directors Fund
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Walker Area Foundation Giving Offers Options
GIVING OPTIONS
For donors, the Foundation serves as a vital link
between the Walker area and those who want
to help it. The Foundation serves as a vehicle,
assisting donors with varied interests and helping
them achieve their philanthropic goals. The Foundation also works with donors and their professional advisors in structuring planned gifts, which
are often beneicial to both the community and the
donor. Use the form below to make your donation.
DONATING BY MEANS OF BEQUESTS
Bequests are one of the principal mechanisms
for growth of the WAF endowment fund. Because
bequests take a large variety of forms, it is not
possible in a short summary to either cover them
all or describe the advantages of each type. Here
are several of the more common approaches for
making bequests:
Designate the WAF as a beneiciary.
Designating the WAF as a beneiciary of a life
insurance policy, qualiied retirement plan, taxsheltered annuity, or nonqualiied annuity is simple and can beneit heirs by reducing or eliminating estate taxes.

away, all remaining moneys goes to the WAF for
purposes speciied by the donor.
Create a charitable trust.
This enables a donor to place appreciated assets
into a trust, receive a guaranteed stream of
income for not more than twenty years, and have
what’s left in the trust revert to the WAF or the
donor’s heirs. A charitable trust may be attractive
to people with signiicant appreciated assets and
a desire to utilize numerous tax advantages available to charitable trusts.
It is important that such arrangements are thoroughly discussed within families and, since most
of these methods involve signiicant tax ramiications (income, capital gains and inheritance), with
inancial advisors as well. Finally, it is equally
important that the WAF have discussions with
the donor before he/she establishes a bequest in
order to ensure that the donor’s speciic charitable
wishes are understood and followed. Please contact a WAF board member for more information
about bequests and their many advantages.

Leave a bequest to the WAF in a will.
This is an extremely simple way to transfer assets
at death to charitable purposes. For donors who
wish to manage assets while they are living, they
may be bequeathed within the framework of a
revocable living trust which can be changed at
anytime up to death or incapacitation.
Create a charitable gift annuity.
This enables the WAF to obtain a donor’s money
up front in exchange for a promise by the WAF to
pay the donor an income stream for a speciied
period, including for life. When the donor passes

EXAMPLESOFGIFTS

Cash.•Appreciatedsecurities,property&realestate.
Bequests•Lifeinsurance•Trusts—AllTaxDeductible
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WHA Baseball and Softball Fields Supported by WAF
A celebration was held to recognize the purchase by the Walker Area Foundation of the
new scoreboards for both ball ields, and the new batting cages that were built by area businesses, the Friends of Baseball and Softball and the 21st Century grant. BMI in Hackensack

and Walker Rental gave material and volunteered time while WHA Building and Grounds
Supervisor Tad Gravett and his crew put up the frames and nets.

Members of the Walker Area Foundation (WAF), WHA Administration and School
Board, and baseball team pose in front of the new scoreboard donated by the WAF.

The WHA Softball team was very appreciative of the Walker Area Foundation for
purchasing a scoreboard for the ield. Pictured is the varsity team with WAF, WHA
Administration and School Board members. Photo by Dean Morrill

Taste of Broadway IV set
for Aug. 20
The Walker Area Foundation (WAF) Chorale is rehearsing
for the Taste of Broadway IV musical revue dinner theater
fundraiser scheduled for Aug. 20 at the Northern Lights
Casino Event Center. The event features a social hour at
6 p.m., gourmet dinner at 7 and the show at 8, featuring
selections from Broadway musicals and classic American
tunes by the WAF Chorale and soloists Linda Barber, Barbara Brownlow, Heather Doughty, Rick James and Leslie
Raddatz. Soloists (front from left) Barber, James and Raddatz join Director Joanna Aamodt and accompanist Wayne
Hoff, and the WAF Chorale. All proceeds go to the WAF
Endowment Fund to beneit area communities. Reservations are $50 per person. Call (218) 547-2865 to reserve
a seat or table before the event is again sold out. Photo
submitted

